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Good morning.  I invite you to turn with me in your Bibles 

to James 4.  We are going to be reading the first four 

verses of James 4. 

This morning we are going to begin the third part of our 

series on Solomon’s folly.  If you are visiting with us today, 

we have been doing a mini-series of sermons.  A few 

months ago we went through the life of Solomon in 1 

Kings 1-11.  In that series we saw there were three laws 

that Solomon violated.  The kings of Israel were not to 

accumulate much gold, they were not to accumulate 

many wives, and they were not to accumulate chariots 

for battle.   

For the last several weeks we have been looking at these 

topics in a general kind of way.  We’ve considered the 

topics of wealth and relationships.  Now we are going to 

talk a little about this whole idea of warfare. 

And we are going to begin by reading James 4:1-4.  So 

please follow along as I read this, God’s holy and inspired 

word. 

Isaiah 2:4;   

Let’s pray…. 
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Though strange to us it seemed  

At first, that Angel should with Angel war, 

And in fierce hosting meet, who wont to meet 

So oft in festivals of joy and love 

Unanimous, as sons of one great Sire, 

Hymning the Eternal Father:  But the shout 

Of battle now began, and rushing sound 

Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 

 

Those are the words of John Milton, from his famous 

work Paradise Lost.  In Book 4 of that classic he is 

describing how the Lord’s angelic forces square off in 

battle against Satan and his fallen legions. 

The words I read are reflections of one of the angelic 

soldiers.  He thinks it is odd that Angel should war with 

angel; they used to join together to sing praise to God.  

But, as it is, the shout of war ends that curious thought. 

Of course, Milton’s work is a work of fiction.  You might 

say that he adds a little dramatic flare to the Scriptures.  

There is no record of any battle like this in Scripture.  But 

Milton does remind us that there has been a war raging 

since the beginning of time. 
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War is, you might say, as old as the world itself.  And 

while we might talk about Spiritual Warfare, we might 

also talk about the reality of physical war– earthly war; 

war between man and man.  Wars between nations and 

peoples.   

The fact of the matter is war is real.  War is a reality that 

humanity has to deal with on a daily basis.  Actually, 

Google tells me that as of June 2026 there are 56 armed 

conflicts globally.1    

We might not see it.  We might not be involved directly in 

it.  But war is part of our daily existence.  And, for the 

next couple of weeks, we are going to be talking about it.  

We are going to delve into the whole concept of Just war 

theory.  We are going to lay out some of the basics of a 

Christian approach to the idea of war. 

I emphasize that, because, you will realize, that there are 

non Christian approaches to war.  There are secular views 

on war and just war theory.  We, of course, are going to 

look at what the Scripture says. 

1 Google Search results 
 

 

https://search.brave.com/search?q=how+many+wars+are+going+on+in+the+world+today%3F&source=desktop&summary=1&conversation=092a1139d37733a98be59c194edbd8acc833
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I want to simply begin exploring this topic with a couple 

basic questions.  The first question I want us to think 

about regards our motivation.  In other words, Why 

should we even take time to consider this topic of war / 

just war? 
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Why a study on just war? 

Someone here could very well be thinking that this is a 

waste of time.  This might seem completely pointless; it 

lacks any kind of real significance to me and my spiritual 

life.  Or someone could possibly say that time would be 

better spent studying something more relevant to our 

day to day living. 

I am at least happy to say that quite a few people have 

expressed some interest in this segment of our series.  

There have been a number of people in our congregation 

say they were actually pretty interested in this topic.  It 

isn’t something they’ve ever thought of before and it 

piqued some interest. 

But I think it would be good for all of us to get a little 

orientation to this material.  We won’t be spending a 

great deal of time on it.  But it might be good that we ask 

why we should give a little time towards a biblical 

framework on the topic. 

Let me give you four quick reasons.  First of all, it is good 

to become somewhat acquainted with the material 

because that’s our job as disciples of Christ. 
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Remember what the Great Commission says.  Christ 

commanded the Apostles to “God into all the world and 

make disciples.”  And what were they supposed to do 

once they made a disciple?  They were to baptize them 

and teach them everything Jesus had commanded.  We 

are supposed to get a comprehensive understanding of 

everything Jesus has commanded. 

And in the 6th commandment our Lord says, “Thou shalt 

not murder.”   A proper understanding of the 6th 

commandment includes an understanding of war and the 

propriety (or impropriety) of waging war.   

So one of our obligations as a disciple of Christ is to at 

least be familiar with what the Scripture says about war 

and waging war. 

Secondly, war can be called an everyday affair.   War is a 

common thing.  Wars are a common occurrence.  You 

look around the world and you will find that peace is a 

rare thing.  As a matter of fact, our nation is currently at 

war.   

I believe that it is safe to say that every nation goes to 

war.  That’s the reality that we deal with living in a fallen 

 



Introduction​ Just War​ 7 

world.   We would not have war if sin had not come into 

the world.  Thankfully, because of Jesus Christ and His 

expected return, we know that there will be an end to all 

war.  The Prince of Peace will one day put an end to all 

wars.  But until then, war is a constant reality. 

That’s what James 4 is hinting at, is it not?  Why do we 

have so many wars?  It’s because of our evil desires.  

James is, of course, talking about the fights and quarrels 

we have as individuals.  But what he says applies just as 

much to wars between nations.   Nations rise up against 

nations because of the same reasons.  They are greedy, 

selfish, and discontent.  Nations go to war because the 

leaders of those countries are intent on grabbing lands, 

usurping power, taking control of resources, and filled 

with the pomp of their vain glory. 

But part of our Christian discernment is to determine the 

legitimacy of these wars.  Who is in the right?  Is what 

this nation doing just?  Should we be aligning ourselves 

with these nations or joining in the wars of these 

nations?  Those are legitimate questions we should ask. 

All in all, since war is so common a thing, we should have 

some ability to think biblically about these wars. 

 



Introduction​ Just War​ 8 

Thirdly, it would be good to study this because there are 

competing ideas out there regarding this topic.     

I mentioned a second ago that we are studying Christian 

Just War theory.  That is opposed to the secular theories 

of war; or hindu views or Muslim views. 

You should understand that every worldview will seek to 

say something about war.  It will justify it or condemn it.  

And if they justify it, the question becomes is there 

justification right?  And this is where we need to be 

discerning.   

Different people advocate for wars.  We would be naive if 

we were just to jump on the bandwagon and give our 

approval, without having understood the subjects 

Scripturally.  Just because the Republican Party is all in 

favor, does that mean that we as Christians should be?   

All in all, we need to make sure we have a Biblical 

worldview that is shaping our thoughts and opinions.  

Finally, one last reason why I think a study like this is 

important:  There may be some young men from our 

congregation who may consider entering into the armed 

forces.  And if you are thinking about signing up, it is 
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really important that you have a good grasp on the 

essential points of what Scripture teaches about Warfare.    

The training you receive in the military does not typically 

go into just war theory..  You may learn some rules of 

engagement.  You may learn some do’s and don’t’s of 

war, but you do not gain a real understanding of just war 

theory.  After all, no one wants any of its warriors 

questioning whether you are doing the right thing. 

All in all, there are some good reasons why Christians 

should take some time to study this.  And again, I do 

think it is part of our responsibility as disciples of Christ 

to think about it.  We have the responsibility to teach and 

to learn the whole counsel of God.  And that’s what we 

are attempting to do here in the next couple of weeks. 

 

With that said, let’s move on to the second question we 

want to tackle this morning.  And the second question we 

want to focus on deals with the definition of terms.  In 

other words, what is war?  What do we mean by war? 
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What is War? 

Now, we are going to be focusing on armed conflicts 

between nations (or factions within nations).   

You understand that war can have a wide variety of 

applications.  There is a scale or range of what you may 

define as war, you might say. 

So James, in our passage this morning, is talking about 

one kind of war.  He’s talking about the fights and 

quarrels that we have as individuals.  Now, that is a kind 

of war.  But that’s not what we will be dealing with 

specifically.  Neither will we be dealing with something 

like gang war or what they have called “the war on 

poverty" or “the war on drugs.”  Those of course are 

different phrases used for public policies that have been 

put forth by our government.  We could also talk about 

trade war. 

No.  We will be talking about war in the technical sense 

of the term.  We have in mind an armed conflict between 

certain societies or governments.  Now, that means that 

there are not only weapons being used, but there is 

violence and aggression on a rather significant scale.  In 
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war there are some sort of sustained military operations.  

There is typically substantial bloodshed due to those 

powers coming into conflict.   

So this is more than merely the Hatfields versus the 

McCoys.  This is much more significant than what you 

might find in downtown Los Angeles between the Crypts 

and the Bloods.  Those are forms of war.  We can talk 

about family feuds and gang war.  And all of those may 

include some features of the kind of war we are talking 

about.   

But for our sake, we are going to talk about war in its 

technical sense.  Wars that have political ramifications.  

There will be combatants are organized under certain 

authorities and seeking to attain particular objectives; 

objectives that are typically of a political nature.  And 

essential to this is the use of military maneuvers and 

large scale violence.  It is, then, an armed conflict 

between societies or governing bodies. 

So hopefully that helps to narrow our scope of study.  

That’s what we are going to be focusing on. 
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Now, as we get into this more, the next question I want to 

consider with you are the different kinds of war.  Now 

that you understand why we need to study this and what 

exactly we are going to be thinking about, you should 

understand what the different approaches to war are. 
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What are the different approaches to war? 

When it comes to the idea of war, there are three basic 

views.  First, there is the whole idea of holy war.  Then, in 

the second place, there is pacifism (which is essentially 

the rejection of war).  And then there is the third 

approach, which we call just war.  

First, let’s talk for a second about the idea of holy war.  

Holy war is war that is distinctly religious in nature.  It is a 

war that one wages on behalf of one’s god.  Specifically, 

holy war is when your god tells you to go to war.   

In today’s world, holy war is mostly associated with Islam.  

The Quran calls for Muslims to engage in jihad.  Now, 

there is some debate in regards to what jihad actually 

means.  Some say that it is merely an inward struggle.  

But historically Jihad has been regarded as a holy war.  It 

is the duty of Muslims to advance the cause of Allah by 

putting infidels to death. 

So Islam is the religion that is typically associated with 

holy war.  But holy war is not exclusive to Islam.  Other 

religions and other regions have been known to conduct 

holy war. 
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We might also note that the Israelites in the OT engaged 

in holy war.  They were commanded by God to go to war.  

So their conquest of Canan can be said to be a holy war 

in the full sense of the term because God had 

commanded it. 

Now we know that that has since ceased.  That was only 

for a limited time and for a limited place.  The NT talks 

about spiritual warfare.  But it makes clear that our work 

is not by means of the sword.  We fight against 

temptation.  We seek to propagate the faith by means of 

non-violent modes of action.  It is by means of the Word 

of God.  So there is no more holy war in the sense that 

we are talking about here. 

But that is the first category.  Holy war is war that is 

directly commanded by one’s god. 

➢​The second approach to the topic of war is pacifism.  It is 

the denial of war, or the prohibition against engaging in 

war.   

Sometimes the word pacifism is replaced with the terms 

Non Violence and non Resistance.  A pacifist is one who is 

against war.  The terms non-violence and non resistance 
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are typically used in other situations.  The idea is that 

these people not only do not want to make war, they do 

not want violence of any kind.  Furthermore, if someone 

is violent, they will not put up a fight.  They have pledged 

not resist those who are attempting to be violent.    

This is a position that has some popularity around these 

parts of Ohio.  That’s because of the heavy anabaptist 

population.  Pacifism has, historically, been one of the 

main tenets of the anabaptist tradition.  As a mater of 

fact, Ashland University hosts a group called the Center 

for Non-violence.   

But why are pacifists against war?  Much of it comes from 

their understanding of the Bible.  For instance, Scripture 

says that you are to “turn the other cheek.”  If someone 

assaults you, you are not supposed to fight back.  You are 

to turn the other cheek. 

They might also point to the passage where Jesus is 

arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane.  When the mob 

came to arrest him, Jesus did not resist them.  You 

remember there that one of the disciples pulled out a 

sword.  He sought to attack the mob and he cut off 

someone’s ear.  And, as you know, Jesus responded and 
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said, “No more of this.”  And he healed the ear that had 

been cut off. 

The pacifist would see that as support for their belief.  

Jesus forbid his disciples from attacking and engaging in 

that violence.  So Jesus does not want us to war. 

Those are just a couple of the verses that the pacifist may 

point to.  How might we respond?  What would we say?   

First, we would agree with the sentiment, wouldn’t we?  

Pacifism is a word that means peace.  And that’s what we 

all want, right?  We don’t want war.  War is not desirable.  

It’s a terrible thing. 

And we would admire their zeal.  That they hold their 

convictions so vigorously is admirable.  That being said, 

we don’t agree with their position.     

We would take exception to the pacifist position.  And we 

might do so for a variety of reasons.  For one, we don’t 

think that they interpret the Scriptures correctly. 

When it comes to turning the other cheek, you have to 

understand what is going on there.   The idea in that 

passage is that there are minor slights that you can 

overlook.  Someone slaps you on the right cheek 
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(assuming most people are right handed), it is a 

backhanded slap; it is not a full fledged attack or 

significant violence done to your person.  It is more of a 

minor insult or snub; something rude, but not overly 

significant.  Jesus is saying, “You don’t have to make a big 

deal out of it. You can overlook it.” 

And when it comes to Jesus rebuking the disciple who 

wielded the sword, you have to remember the context.  

Jesus is yielding to his mission.  He couldn’t advocate for 

violent opposition.  If he did, we’d never gain our 

salvation.  Jesus had to go to the cross.  And that meant 

that he had to be arrested. 

You could also say that the Bible recognizes the valid 

place of self defense too.  We don’t believe that allowing 

yourself to be victimized by others or by other nations is 

a display of righteous action.  The 6th commandment 

tells us to defend life.  We have the duty to protect our 

lives and the lives of others.  And that is, at least in seed 

form, the justification for waging war. 

➢​And that’s what our last category is.  The final approach 

to war is the idea that war can be waged when there is 

a just cause. 
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And that’s the important point:  We are not saying war is 

good.  Neither are we saying that anyone can go out and 

start a war for any reason.  We need to be clear on that.  

We should make sure that we understand that war is hell.  

War is a terrible, horrible thing.  It should be avoided if 

and all possible.  No one should enter into war lightly. 

A war, if it is to happen, must have proper justification.  It 

must be the ethical thing to do.  And we would therefore 

say that there are cases which may necessitate people 

taking up arms.   

The question then becomes, what constitutes a just war?  

And, what actions are allowable in that war?   

When it comes to the study of just war, there are two 

main categories to study.  They are typically delineated by 

two Latin phrases.  Jus ad bellum and jus im bellum.   

Bellum is the Latin word for war.  Jus is the word right.  

Jus ad bellum means right to war and just im bellum 

means right in war.  Jus ad bellum is just cause (right to 

war).  Jus im bellum is just conduct (right in war). 

Those are the two topics that are going to be guiding our 

study over the next couple of weeks.  Next week we will 
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look at what goes into a just cause.  Then in the following 

weeks we’ll look at the just conduct (how do you wage a 

just war). 

 

But I want to end with this:  

As we study the whole concept of war, we do so in light 

of the gospel.  The prophecy of Isaiah casts a glorious 

shadow over all of what we are going to be talking about 

for the next couple of weeks.  Even though we are 

looking at why we may go to war and what goes into war, 

we have a larger view that frames this discussion. 

We study this with the hope that swords will be beaten 

into plowshares; spears will be turned into pruning 

hooks.  One day the kingdoms of this world shall become 

the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ.  And there will 

never again be any wars or bloodshed.  Nation will not lift 

up sword against nation; neither will they train for war 

anymore. 

Even though we mourn the terrors of sin, we have hope 

for the peace that will come to all the world.  And in light 

of that fact, we give God praise. 

 


